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Before automated weather observing systems became widespread in the 1990s, 
observations were taken by human observers. For Waterloo, Iowa, observations were 
taken at the Waterloo Airport from 1950 until the 1990s, primarily by the National 
Weather Service. Before that time, only two civic-minded, volunteer Waterloo 
citizens were needed to date records back to 1895 according to The Cooperative 
Weather Observer. One of those observers was Ralph Bethuel Slippy. 

Mr. Slippy was born on January 21, 1881, the son of William 
A. and Minnie J. (Young) Slippy in Reinbeck, Iowa. He 
would receive a Bachelor degree and professional degree 
in civil engineering from Cornell College in 1903 and 
1905, respectively. In 1903, Mr. Slippy married to 
Georgiana Vine Newton. While not known in public 
records or available documentation for certain, 
Georgiana’s father, M. L. Newton,  and Mr. Slippy both 
worked at the Waterloo, Cedar Falls, and Northern 
Railroad Company. This is perhaps how the couple met 
and also may have been how Mr. Slippy learned of his 
father-in-law’s weather observing duties for the U.S. 
Weather Bureau.  (continued on next page) Cover of The Cooperative Weather Observer 
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(continued from previous page) In addition to working for the railroad, Mr. Slippy also 
held at one time or another professional positions as an instructor at the University 
of Illinois, president of the Waterloo Stone and Gravel Company, Waterloo city 
engineer, and started the Ralph B. Slippy Engineering Corporation. Beyond work as 
a civil engineer, Mr. Slippy had political aspirations, perhaps spurred by his father 
who was the mayor of Reinbeck for one term. From around 1936 to around 1946, 
Mr. Slippy was the mayor of Waterloo. He also ran unsuccessfully in the 1952 Iowa 
primary elections as a Lieutenant Governor candidate. Mr. Slippy was also involved 
in the Iowa Engineering Society, Mason Lodge, Isaac Walton League, Kiwanis, the 
Methodist Church, and served on the Iowa Centennial Committee.

Mr. Slippy’s duty of taking official weather 
observation for Waterloo ended in March 
1950. That was when the Waterloo Airport 
Station was successfully established and 
began taking the Waterloo observation. 
Little is known after this time about Mr. 
Slippy, who died in 1960.
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When Mr. Slippy’s father-in-law 
passed away in January 1911, he 
took over weather observations 
that his father-in-law began in 
1895. Mr. Slippy continued to 
take detailed observations, 
recording the records shown at 
right during his tenure. To this 
day, all but the record low stand 
as current records at Waterloo.

Waterloo, Iowa Records - January 1911 - March 1950
Record High 112°F July 13 and 14, 1936
Record Low -33°F January 22, 1930

24 hour rainfall 6.00” September 8, 1941
24 hour snowfall 14.0” November 30, 1934

U.S. Weather Bureau report showing the discontinuance of the Waterloo 
observing site as the Waterloo Airport Station was operating satisfactorily.
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November 29th Wintry System
Ashley Bury, Meteorologist

A large system brought a mix of wintry precipitation across portions of 
northwestern and central Iowa on Tuesday November 29th. Temperatures during 
the day varied greatly across the state in the 20s northwest and into the low 60s 
southeast. Precipitation started in northwest Iowa in the morning, expanding 
towards central Iowa by midday. While precipitation began as rain or freezing 
drizzle, as temperatures dropped it quickly transitioned to snow over northwestern 
Iowa. Snow accumulations over northwest Iowa were generally between 1-3 inches 
with some locations closer to the Iowa/Minnesota border receiving up to 6 inches. 
Further southeast into the Des Moines metro and surrounding areas, temperatures 
fell below freezing in the afternoon as the front passed through, though little to no 
ice accumulated. Slippery conditions across the affected areas caused a handful of 
accidents on the roadways through the morning and afternoon. By the evening, 
conditions dried out from west to east, though partially covered roadways 
continued to cause some travel impacts in northwestern Iowa into Wednesday 
morning.

On the Cover:
On November 10th, 2022 a strong cold front dropped temperatures 
over 40 degrees in a single day. While cold, it also resulted in gorgeous 
sunsets and even rainbows across the state that evening. The image is 
from the NWS Des Moines “backyard” on the evening of Nov. 10th.
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